Serial No. 10/633,555 



IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with str i k e through . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claims 1, 3-11, 13 and 14 and CANCEL claim 2 in accordance with the 
following: 

1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A client administration method of administering a group of 
clients, each client providing presence information, the method comprising: 

a pr e s e nce storing st e p of accepting a setting of presence information of the clients 
including a first client, and storing the presence information on a client by client basis ; 

a notification r e c i pi e nt - storing st e p of storing a watcher list for each of clients in the 
clients group, the watcher list correlating at least one i d e ntifi e rs identifier of awatcher cli e nts 
client with an identifier of a client owning the watcher list f o r re sp e ctiv e c l i e nts , each ef-the 
watcher cli e nts client being provided with the presence information of a client at l e ast on e of th e 
cli e nts in th e cli e nts group owning the watcher list : 

accepting a change of an identifier of the first client; 
deciding at least one a ti-of watcher clients of the first client to be one or 
more identifier notification recipients according to the change of the identifier of the first client; 

replacing, in a watcher list of the first client, an old identifier of the first client with a new 
identifier, and replacing identifiers of all watcher clients with at least one identifier of the decided 
identifier notification recipients, and 

an identifier transmitting st e p of t ransmitting a new identifier of the first client to one or 
more identifier notification recipients d e c i d e d identified in said d e c i sion st e p decidingr -and 

a not i f i cation r e c i pi e nt updating st e p of acc e pt i ng a requ e st for a change notification of 
pr e s ence information of th e new id e ntifi e r of the first c lie nt from the id e ntif ie r notification 
r e cipi e nt, corr e lating th e n e w i dentifier of th e f i rst cli e nt and th e i d e ntifi e r of th e i d e ntifi e r 
notification r e cip ie nt and storing th e sam e. 



2. (CANCELLED) 
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3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The client administration method as set forth in claim 1, 
further comprising: 

a subscrib e r cli e nt - storing st e p of storing identifiers of subscriber clients so that each 
subscriber client is associated with at least one client that provides the presence information 
thereto, the subscriber client being provided with the presence information of at least one client 
of the clients group; and 

said d e cision st e p deciding a client to be an identifier notification recipient, the client 
being both a watcher client of the first client and a subscriber client of the first client. 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The client administration method as set forth in claim 1, 
further comprising: 

a pres e nce notifying step of notifying the first client's watcher client of new presence 
information according to the setting of the presence information; 

a- notification history - stor i ng st e p of storing a notification history of the presence 
information; and 

said d e c i s i o n s t e p deciding including extracting at least one of a plurality of watcher 
clients of the first client based on the notification history, and deciding to be one or more 
identifier notification recipients. 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The client administration method as set forth in claim 1 , 
further comprising: 

a m e ssaging st e p of administering distribution of text messages exchanged between the 

clients; 

a distribut i on h i story st e p of storing a distribution history of distributed text messages; 

and 

said d e cision st e p deciding including extracting at least one of a plurality of watcher 
clients of the first client based on the distribution history, and deciding to be one or more 
identifier notification recipients. 

6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The client monitor method as set forth in claim 1 , wherein: 
said pres e nc e- storing st e p storing of the presence information of the clients so 

that includes associating the presence information i s associat e d w ith an access level, the access 
level limiting notification recipients of the presence information of the clients; 
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said notification r e cipi e nt - storing st e p further stor i ng the access level of each watcher 
client is stored ; and 

said d e cision st e p deciding a portion of a plurality of watcher clients of the first client js 
determined to be the identifier notification recipients based on the access level of each watcher 
client. 

7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The client administration method as set forth in claim 1 , 
wh e r e in, said id e ntifi e r - transm i tting st e p furth e r comprising: 

transmitting display data for displaying the change of the identifier of the first client to one 
or more identifier notification recipients. 

8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The client administration method as set forth in claim 1, 
wh e r e in said id e ntif ie r transmitt i ng st e p furthe r comprising: 

transmitting attribute information related to the change of the identifier of the first client to 
one or more identifier notification recipients. 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The client administration method as set forth in claim 8, 
wh e r e in said id e ntifi e r - changing st e p comprising: 

accepting registration of the attribute information. 

10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A client administration device that administers a group of 
clients, each client providing presence information, the device comprising: 

a presence-storing unit accepting a setting of presence information of the clients 
including a first client, and storing the presence information on a client by client basis : 

a notification recipient-storing unit storing a watcher list for each of clients in the clients 
group, the watcher list correlating at least one i dentifi e rs identifier of a watcher etiente -client with 
an identifier of a client owning the watcher list f or r e sp e ctiv e c l i e nts , each ef4be-watcher cli e nts 
client being provided with the presence information of a client a t l e ast on e of th e c lie nts in th e 
c l i e nts group owning the watcher list : 

an identifier-changing unit accepting a change of the identifier of the first client; 

a decision unit deciding all -at least one of watcher clients of the first client to be one or 
more identifier notification recipients according to the change of the identifier of the first client^ 
and 
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where an old identifier of the first client is replaced with a new identifier in a watcher list 
of the first client, and identifiers of all watcher clients are replaced with at least one identifier of 
the decided identifier notification recipients, and 

a new identifier of the first client is transmitted to one or more identifier notification 
recipients identified by said decision unit 

an id e ntifi e r - transmitt i ng unit transm i tt i ng a n e w id e nt i f ier o f th e first cli e nt to on e or mor e 
i d e ntif ie r notif i c a tion r e cipients d e cid e d by said decision unit, and 

a notification r e cipi e nt updat i ng unit a cc e pt i ng a r e qu e st for a change notif i cation of 
pr e s e nc e information of th e n e w id e ntifi e r of th e first c l i e nt from th e id e ntif ie r notification 
r e c i pi e nt, corr e lating th e n e w ide ntifi e r of th e first c l i e nt and th e id e ntifi e r of the of th e ident i fi e r 
notification recipi e nt and storing the sam e. 

11. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable storage medium storing a client 
administration program for administering a group of clients, each client providing presence 
information, the program controlling a computer system, when executed, to perform a method 
comprising: 

accepting a setting of presence information of the clients including a first client, and 
storing the presence information on a client by client basis ; 

storing a watcher list for each of clients in the clients group, the watcher list correlating at 
least one id e ntifi e rs identifier of a watcher Gtients- client with an identifier of a client owning the 
watcher list for r e sp e ctiv e cli e nts , each of th e w atcher cl ie nts client being provided with the 
presence information of a client at l e ast one of th e cli e nts in th e cli e nts group owning the 
watcher list ; 

accepting a change of the identifier of the first client; 

deciding ati- at least one of watcher clients of the first client to be one or more identifier 
notification recipients according to the change of the identifier of the first client; 

replacing, in a watcher list of the first client, an old identifier of the first client with a new 
identifier, and replacing identifiers of all watcher clients with at least one identifier of the decided 
identifier notification recipients, and 

transmitting a new identifier of the first client to one or more identifier notification 
recipients d e cided identified in said d e cision st e p deciding , and 
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a cc e pting a r e qu e st for a chang e notification of pr e s e nc e information of the new i d e ntifi e r 
of the first cli e nt from th e id e ntifi e r not i fication recipi e nt, corr e lating th e n e w id e ntifi e r of th e first 
c lie nt and th e id e ntifi e r of the id e ntifi e r notificat i on r e c i pi e nt and storing th e sam e. 

12. (CANCELLED) 

13. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A client administration method of administering a group 
of clients, each client providing presence information, the method comprising: 

accepting a setting of presence information of the clients including a first client, and 
storing the presence information on a client by client basis ; 

storing client-relationship information and a watcher list for each of clients in the clients 
group, the watcher list correlating for r e sp e ctive cl ie nts, th e c l i e nt - r e l a t i onship inform a tion 
containing at least one id e ntifi e rs identifier of one or mor e cli e nts a watcher client with an 
identifier of a client owning the watcher list relating to provision of pr e senc e i nformation of th e 
first cli e nt ther e to and on e or mor e i d e ntifi e rs of one or mor e cli e nts r e lating to a re qu e st mad e 
by th e first cli e nt, th e r e qu e st b e ing for provision of pr e s e nc e information of thos e cli e nts to th e 
f i rst c l i e nt , each watcher client being provided with the presence information of a client owning 
the watcher list ; 

accepting a change of an identifier of the first client; 

deciding on e or mor e at least one of watcher clients of the first client to be one or more 
identifier notification recipients according to the change of the identifier of the first client , on e or 
mor e i dentifiers of on e or mor e c l i e nts b ei ng contain e d i n th e cli e nt r e lationsh i p i nformation 
stor e d in assoc ia tion with th e first cli e nt ; 

replacing, in a watcher list of the first client, an old identifier of the first client with a new 
identifier, and replacing identifiers of all watcher clients with at least one identifier of the decided 
identifier notification recipients, and 

transmitting a new identifier of the first client to one or more identifier notification 
recipients decid e d identified in said d e cis i on step deciding^ -aM 

a cc e pting a r e qu e st for a ch a ng e notif i cation of pr e s e nce i nformation of the new id e ntif ie r 
of th e first cli e nt from th e id e ntifier not i f i c a tion r e cipi e nt, corr e lating th e n e w id e ntifi e r of th e first 
cli e nt and the id e ntifi e r of th e identifier notification r e c i pi e nt and st oring the same. 
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14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An instant messaging administration method, 
comprising: 

storing a list of user identifiers used by a client, presence information of the client and for 
each of the user identifiers, a list of accepted identifiers corresponding to other clients that are 
trusted by the client and are associated with at least one of the user identifiers; 

deciding which of the other clients will be at least one notification recipient for a selected 
user identifier of the client; 

transmitting the selected user identifier to the at least one identifier notification recipient; 

accepting a request for a change notification of presence information of the selected user 
identifier from the at least one identifier notification recipient; 

replacing, in a watcher list of the selected client, an old identifier of the selected client 
with a new identifier, and replacing identifiers of all watcher clients with at least one identifier 
notification recipient, and 

storing a correlation of the selected user identifier and the accepted identifier of each of 
the at least one identifier notification recipient. 
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